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BALANCED EXCALIBUR RIBBON INTERCONNECT 

OWNERʼS MANUAL 
 
 

 
PERFORMANCE AND DESIGN 

The Clearview Balanced Excalibur Ribbon Interconnects are some of the fastest, most transparent, most 
detailed and least colored balanced interconnects available at any price. These new super-minimalist 
Balanced Excaliburs beat balanced interconnects up to $19,000, including top of the line models from 
Nordost, Audioquest, Acoustic Zen, DH Labs, Goertz, Audio Note, Kimber, MIT, Cardas, Transparent, 
Harmonic Technology, Straightwire, TARA, XLO, and Synergistic. 
 
The basic design principles that make the Balanced Excaliburs sound much more unsmeared and revealing 
are:       
 
1. Our conductors are high purity, proprietary metallurgy copper ribbon, custom rolled and heat treated to 

our specification.  They are far thinner than the conductors of any other high end interconnects 
(including competing flat-wire designs); thus, they have far less of the skin effect that causes such 
disastrous bass and treble smearing in standard garden hose interconnects. 

 
2. We have eliminated the remarkably bad-sounding standard XLR connector, a connector whose 

relatively huge mass of high dielectric absorption plastic (that is, the central pin-anchoring slug of 
insulation inside the XLR's outer shell) cripples the sound of every conventional balanced interconnect. 
Instead of the sound-degrading three pin XLR plug, we simply provide three separate male pins (at the 
downstream end) and three separate female jacks (at the upstream or music source end). These are of 
extremely thin wall brass construction (to greatly reduce skin effect) and unplated, since gold, rhodium 
and silver termination plating invariably degrade sound. 

 
3. The insulation is a handmade polymer sheath, super thin for lowest possible dielectric absorption 

(twice as much insulation means twice as much dielectric absorption). Our polymer formulation is a 
major sonic upgrade over Teflon. 

 
4. Each interconnect is given three separate treatments: chemical, thermal and electromagnetic. 
 
 

INSTALLATION TIPS 
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1. Install the interconnects, matching the pin number on each ribbon to the pin number embossed on the 
XLR connectors mounted in the two components being connected. Make sure you use the end marked 
"Source" (this is the female end of the interconnect) to slip over the pins projecting from the music 
source (upstream) component. Make sure that you grip each interconnect ribbon by the pin, not the 
ribbon, when installing or removing interconnects. If for any reason the female or the male pins are a 
little loose, squeeze them GENTLY with needle-nose pliers to make them slightly oval. 

 
2. NEVER bundle wires and never run the interconnects parallel to AC or speaker wires. They can cross 

other wires and even touch them, as long as you make sure they cross at a steep angle, 45 degrees or 
more. Keep the interconnects away from any plastic; in particular, keep them at least 8" away from 
artificial fiber rugs and plastic wall moldings. 

 
3. Install the interconnects in such a way that the sleeves lay flat and are not twisted. Then take the three 

sleeves that make up each channel and separate them as far apart (over their entire length) as 
possible. We normally keep the sleeves apart by fastening them to stands or walls or shelves with 
thread or with .001-inch polypropylene, minimum dielectric absorption tape that you can order from us. 

 
4. You will get a very satisfying upgrade if you treat all the interconnect pins and jacks with SilClear 

before connecting. 
 

MAJOR SONIC UPGRADE: 

NEW RCA PLUGS 
 
Your new interconnects embody the latest Mapleshade/InSound advance—a radically minimalist new RCA 
plug, of our own design. New design features include: A special brass alloy, absence of plating for best 
sound, ultra thin-wall shell and center pin (to minimize skin effect), maximally smooth contours (to eliminate 
field concentrations at corners) and an all-new, never before used dielectric. 
 
In our very first tests, this new plug amazed us! It represents a much larger advance than we expected over 
our previous proprietary design. In particular, the improvement in bass power and definition was startling. And 
it represents an even larger advance over the most expensive and highly touted of todayʼs audiophile RCAs, 
including WBT, Cardas, and Eichmann. 
 
A cosmetic note: Many of the center pins look off center. This is functionally irrelevant; each and every plug 
has been tested for both fit and contact resistance in our quality control test fixture.   


